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• 352,146 full & part-time jobs

• $66.9 billion in sales

• $32.4 billion in gross state product

• $18.5 billion in income  

• $2.5 billion in state & local taxes

Source: Terry College of Business, University of Georgia,  FY2011

THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF GEORGIA’S 
DEEPWATER PORTS
STATEWIDE



ESTIMATED JOBS BY REGIONAL COMMISSION
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THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF GEORGIA’S 
DEEPWATER PORTS
NATIONWIDE
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• $4.5 billion in federal taxes*

• 8.1% of U.S. containerized trade**

• 11.6% of U.S. containerized exports**

*Source: Terry College of Business, University of Georgia,  FY2011

**Source: U.S. Department of Commerce – based on tonnage 
(fiscal year 2012)



VOLUME BY UNIT:
TEUs* 2.98 million + 1.9%
Export TEUs* 1.60 million + 2.8%
Auto/Machinery* 569,984 units + 19.3%
Vessel Calls* 2,917 + 2.2%
Breakbulk 2,539,716 tons + 15.6%
Total* 26,585,477 tons + 2.2%

* Record Year

FY2012 YEAR-END RESULTS:
PORTS OF SAVANNAH AND BRUNSWICK
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GPA RECORD YEAR: TEUS, CONTAINER VOLUMES, AUTO/MACHINERY UNITS, 
VESSEL CALLS AND TOTAL TONNAGE
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PORT OF SAVANNAH
GARDEN CITY TERMINAL



PORT OF SAVANNAH THROUGHPUT
TWENTY-FOOT EQUIVALENT CONTAINER UNIT (TEU) VOLUME, 10 FISCAL-YEAR HISTORY
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Source: GPA Mktg. (loads & empties)
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2.98 Million TEUs
A New Record
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PORT OF SAVANNAH CONTAINER GROWTH
10 FISCAL YEAR HISTORY COMPARED TO NATIONAL AVERAGE

SOURCE: GPA Mktg (loaded only)
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Port of Savannah

National Average
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Savannah accounts for 
13.7% of the nation's TEU 

growth since 2002



TOP 10 U.S. PORTS
10-YEAR COMPOUND ANNUAL GROWTH RATES (CY2002 TO 2011)

Source:  AAPA
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FY2012 TOP 10 U.S. EXPORT PORTS
BY CONTAINERIZED TONNAGE

Source: U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Division
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Millions of Tons
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1. Los Angeles

2. Savannah

3. Long Beach

4. Houston

5. New York
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8. Norfolk

9. Charleston

10. Tacoma

54% Export/46% Import

Savannah ships 11.6% of 
U.S. export tons



PORT OF SAVANNAH 
WEEKLY CONTAINER VESSEL CALLS
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PORT OF SAVANNAH TRADE ROUTES
40 TOTAL WEEKLY SERVICES IN 2012
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Source: GPA Mktg. July 20, 2012



13

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT



FY2012 NEW JOBS
MANUFACTURING & DISTRIBUTION 

2012 STATE OF THE PORT 14

Caterpillar – 1400
Bed, Bath and Beyond – 900
BigTex - 800
Lowe’s – 600
Mohawk – 500
Toyo Tire – 470
Carter’s – 250
Kubota – 200
Starbucks – 140
Electrolux – 40 More than 5,300 

new jobs statewide
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ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY



REDUCING EMISSIONS
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FY2012 GPA's electrified ship-to-
shore cranes avoided the use of 2 
million gallons of diesel



REDUCING EMISSIONS
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FY2012 GPA purchased four electric 
RTGs and committed to a new 
program that will electrify its RTG 
fleet, currently using diesel power



REDUCING EMISSIONS
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FY2012 GPA avoided the use of 
3.4 million gallons of diesel with 
64 refrigerated container racks.



CONTAINER YARD LIGHTING
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In FY2012, Garden City Terminal became the first port in the nation to install a 
high-tech new lighting system that reduces energy consumption, minimizes light 
pollution and saves 30 percent on the cost to light the container yard. 
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LAST MILE
PROJECTS



HIGHWAY 307 OVERPASS TO 
EXPAND CARGO BELTWAY
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RAIL AND ROAD PROJECTS LINK PORT OF SAVANNAH TO REGION

• SR307 Overpass project (with Norfolk Southern Wye
& Mason ICTF extension) will avoid use of 21 at 
grade rail crossings*

• Reduces Savannah-Atlanta roundtrip rail transit by six 
hours

• Routes trucks over Mason ICTF and Norfolk Southern 
foundation lead

* For intermodal trains



JIMMY DELOACH PARKWAY UNDERWAY

• Reduce traffic by at least 
5,000 trucks per day on 
Highway 21

• Cut drive times for 
passenger and truck 
traffic

• Reduces pollution 
through less truck 
emissions

• Contract awarded, 
pre-construction 
under way

• Construction begins early 
2013, complete by late 
2015
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SAVANNAH HARBOR
EXPANSION PROJECT
“The expansion of this port is a job creator. It has to happen.”
- Ray LaHood, U.S. Transportation Secretary



PRESIDENT FAST-TRACKS DEEPENING 

“We Can’t Wait” initiative to expedite   
nationally significant projects 
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• Savannah one of five ports highlighted by the Administration. 
• Federal agencies to speed permitting and review decisions. 
• Navigation Task Force to focus on the economic return of 

investments into coastal ports. 



SHEP TIMELINE

Tier I
1996 – Reconnaissance Study Completed
1998 – Feasibility Study Completed
1999 – WRDA Authorization requires a “Tier II” EIS 
and GRR

Reconnaissance Study

1996 1997

Feasibility Study

1998

Tier I EIS & Feasibility 
Report Issued

1999

WRDA 
Authorization
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SHEP TIMELINE

Tier II
2011 – Tier II EIS/GRR completed – 64 engineering studies
2012 – SHEP Plan finalized and approved
$5.50 of benefits for every $1.00 in project cost
$181M in state funds approved
$600,000 in President’s FY13 budget

Reconnaissance Study

1996 1997

Feasibility Study

1998

Tier I EIS & Feasibility 
Report Issued

1999

WRDA 
Authorization

11/10

Draft Tier II EIS/GRR Released 
& Public Comment

4/12

Final Tier II EIS Released 
& Public Review

8/12

Final Chief’s Report 
& Agency Approval 
Released
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13 Years and $41 million       
of studies



SHEP TIMELINE

What Happens Next?
Record of Decision – Fall 2012
Construction Begins –2013 
Target Completion – Late 2016
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Final Chief’s 
Report & Agency 
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13 Years and $41 million       
of studies
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2012
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Begin 
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2016
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Completion
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THANK
YOU


