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The ISM Manufacturing Report is considered by many economists to be the most 
reliable near-term economic barometer available. 
The ISM Manufacturing Report is considered by many economists to be the most 
reliable near-term economic barometer available. 

Institute for Supply Management Manufacturing ReportInstitute for Supply Management Manufacturing Report

Source: Institute for Supply Management



CY 1994 – 2008: Savannah Container Trade versus USECCY 1994 – 2008: Savannah Container Trade versus USEC
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Percentage of Savannah Throughput vs. 
U.S. East Coast container volume



FY 2009: Second Highest Volume in the Port of Savannah’s HistoryFY 2009: Second Highest Volume in the Port of Savannah’s History
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Source: GPA Marketing / EIS (loads & empties)
Fiscal Year = July 1 through June 30 / FY09
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Between FY1994 and FY2009, the Port of Savannah has grown 337.4% Between FY1994 and FY2009, the Port of Savannah has grown 337.4% 
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Port of Savannah Container Throughput / 15-year History by Fiscal YearPort of Savannah Container Throughput / 15-year History by Fiscal Year



FY 2009 Port of Brunswick HighlightsFY 2009 Port of Brunswick Highlights

Colonel’s Island’s agri-bulk facility boasts its 
second highest volume in history

Mercedes-Benz USA broke ground on a 70,000 
sq. ft. processing facility on Colonel’s Island 
Southside

New grain tank adds 80,000 to 120,000 annual 
capacity

Completion of Phase I of Colonel’s Island 
Southside infrastructure development opens 
850 acres of accessible capacity ideal for auto 
processing

Construction of rail passing siding track in Wayne 
County, Ga. creates a critical link between Georgia 
and the International market place

Colonel’s Island’s agri-bulk facility boasts its 
second highest volume in history

Mercedes-Benz USA broke ground on a 70,000 
sq. ft. processing facility on Colonel’s Island 
Southside

New grain tank adds 80,000 to 120,000 annual 
capacity

Completion of Phase I of Colonel’s Island 
Southside infrastructure development opens 
850 acres of accessible capacity ideal for auto 
processing

Construction of rail passing siding track in Wayne 
County, Ga. creates a critical link between Georgia 
and the International market place



Refrigerated Cargo GrowthRefrigerated Cargo Growth
Refrigerated Cargo Throughput
5-year History by Fiscal Year
(Loaded Containers Only)

Refrigerated Cargo Throughput
5-year History by Fiscal Year
(Loaded Containers Only)
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Frozen poultry makes up more than 90% of 
all refrigerated exports

Total refrigerated cargo volume has 
doubled over the past five years

Frozen poultry makes up more than 90% of 
all refrigerated exports

Total refrigerated cargo volume has 
doubled over the past five years

Source: EISSource: EIS



10 New Vessel Services Calling on Port of Savannah10 New Vessel Services Calling on Port of Savannah
Asia via Panama 3
Asia/India/Mid-East via Suez 2
North Europe 1
Mediterranean 1
Latin America 3

Total 10

Asia via Panama 3
Asia/India/Mid-East via Suez 2
North Europe 1
Mediterranean 1
Latin America 3

Total 10
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Asia via Panama 14                 Asia/India/Middle East via Suez 6
North Europe 6                  Oceania 2
Mediterranean 7                  Latin America 7

42 Global Service Options42 Global Service Options
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Fiscal Year 2009 Throughput 
2.405 million TEUs

Throughput Capacity by 2018
6.5 million TEUs

Fiscal Year 2009 Throughput 
2.405 million TEUs

Throughput Capacity by 2018
6.5 million TEUs

PORT OF SAVANNAH: Challenging Times: Positioned for Future Success.
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Staying Ahead of the Growth Curve
Long-term strategic planning
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On-terminal railOn-terminal rail
The Port of Savannah is the only single 
container facility on the U.S. East 
Coast with two on-terminal ICTFs

During FY09 intermodal rail accounted 
for 19% of business at GCT

Between FY05 and FY09 rail volume 
grew 46%

The Port of Savannah is the only single 
container facility on the U.S. East 
Coast with two on-terminal ICTFs

During FY09 intermodal rail accounted 
for 19% of business at GCT

Between FY05 and FY09 rail volume 
grew 46%
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The Economic Impact of 
Georgia’s Ports

The Economic Impact of 
Georgia’s Ports

STATEWIDE*

• 286,476 full- and part-time jobs (7% of Georgia’s total);
• $55.8 billion in sales (8% of Georgia’s total sales);
• $24.8 billion in GSP (6% of Georgia’s total GSP);
• $14.9 billion in income (5% of Georgia’s total income);
• $  3.5 billion in federal taxes;
• $  1.6 billion in state taxes; and 
• $  1.2 billion in local taxes.

STATEWIDE*
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• $55.8 billion in sales (8% of Georgia’s total sales);
• $24.8 billion in GSP (6% of Georgia’s total GSP);
• $14.9 billion in income (5% of Georgia’s total income);
• $  3.5 billion in federal taxes;
• $  1.6 billion in state taxes; and 
• $  1.2 billion in local taxes.

NATIONWIDE
• The Port of Savannah moved $58,987,262,000 of cargo in 

2008**

• In 2008, 7.5% of total US containerized trade moved 
through GPA’s Garden City Terminal***

NATIONWIDE
• The Port of Savannah moved $58,987,262,000 of cargo in 

2008**

• In 2008, 7.5% of total US containerized trade moved 
through GPA’s Garden City Terminal***

*  Based on FY2006 Economic Impact Study
**  Source: US Dept. of Commerce
***  PIERS: in loaded TEUs

*  Based on FY2006 Economic Impact Study
**  Source: US Dept. of Commerce
***  PIERS: in loaded TEUs
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Georgia’s Congressional 
Districts

Georgia’s Congressional 
Districts

District
1st – Jack Kingston

2nd – Sanford Bishop

3rd – Lynn Westmoreland

4th – Hank Johnson

5th – John Lewis

6th – Tom Price

7th – John Linder

8th – Jim Marshall

9th – Nathan Deal

10th – Paul Broun

11th – Phil Gingrey

12th – John Barrow

13th – David Scott

District
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10th – Paul Broun

11th – Phil Gingrey

12th – John Barrow

13th – David Scott

Est. Cargo Value*
$4,004,428,507

$251,917,383

$1,159,053,813

$1,387,472,315

$4,120,788,097

$4,947,880,075

$1,448,709,171

$748,833,345

$1,085,952,566

$1,110,427,454

$2,029,310,388

$4,034,507,252

$5,517,550,478

Est. Cargo Value*
$4,004,428,507
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$1,387,472,315

$4,120,788,097

$4,947,880,075

$1,448,709,171

$748,833,345

$1,085,952,566

$1,110,427,454

$2,029,310,388

$4,034,507,252

$5,517,550,478

*  Based on CY2008 Statistics*  Based on CY2008 Statistics
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$495.3 K$495.3 K
$1.9 M$1.9 M

$515.3 M$515.3 M $29.8 M$29.8 M $53.4 M$53.4 M

$4.2 M$4.2 M

$3.3 M$3.3 M
$950.4 M$950.4 M

$23.1 M$23.1 M

$49.3 M$49.3 M

$911.2 M$911.2 M
$1.4 M$1.4 M

$244.6 M$244.6 M $144.9 M$144.9 M

$3.6 B$3.6 B $31.9 M$31.9 M

$1 M$1 M
$418.6 M$418.6 M

$72.2 M$72.2 M $229.7 M$229.7 M

$179.3 M$179.3 M

$15.8 K$15.8 K

$38.9 M$38.9 M
$11.5 M$11.5 M

$19.4 M$19.4 M
$9.6 K$9.6 K

$9.4 M$9.4 M

More than $7.7 billion 
worth of cargo moves 
between the Metro-
Atlanta area and the 
Port of Savannah and 
Port of Brunswick

More than $7.7 billion 
worth of cargo moves 
between the Metro-
Atlanta area and the 
Port of Savannah and 
Port of Brunswick

Top Five Counties:  
Fulton

Cobb

Gwinnett

Bartow

Coweta

Top Five Counties:  
Fulton

Cobb

Gwinnett

Bartow
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$256.7 M$256.7 M



Note:  This list is not intended to be definitive of 
Georgia’s extensive list of port dependent DCs.
Note:  This list is not intended to be definitive of 
Georgia’s extensive list of port dependent DCs.

Atlanta-Area Import DC’sAtlanta-Area Import DC’s
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More than 140 import distribution centers 
are located in the Metro-Atlanta Area, 
generating more than one million TEUs in 
volume.

More than 140 import distribution centers 
are located in the Metro-Atlanta Area, 
generating more than one million TEUs in 
volume.

Sample of Atlanta Area DCs Receiving Cargo 
from Savannah Sq. Ft.

APL Logistics 1,275,000
Avon 356,000
Costco 513,000
Gatorade/Pepsi Co. 913,000
GE Appliances 725,000
Home Depot   1,008,000
JC Penney 2,000,000
Kellogg's/Exel 903,000
K-Mart - Sears 2,200,000
Macy's 966,640
Marshalls 800,000
Newell Rubbermaid 800,000
O’Reillys Auto Parts 358,360
PetsMart 877,500
Publix Super Market 1,200,000
Rooms to Go 450,000
TJX 300,000
Toys “R” US 989,000
Tyco Healthcare Retail Group 800,000
Van Heusen 421,000
Whirlpool 1,500,000
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Port of Savannah 

A Look at What 
Tomorrow Brings

Port of Savannah 

A Look at What 
Tomorrow Brings
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Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 
(SHEP) Construction
Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 
(SHEP) Construction

Project Deepening Schedule
Begin Deepening Project 2010
Complete Project Deepening 2014

Project Deepening Schedule
Begin Deepening Project 2010
Complete Project Deepening 2014

Savannah Harbor Specifications
Current Project Depth 42 ft (12.8 m) MLW
Future Project Depth 48 ft (14.6 m) MLW

Tidal Range 7.5 ft (2.3 m)
Channel Width 500 ft (152.4 m)

Savannah Harbor Specifications
Current Project Depth 42 ft (12.8 m) MLW
Future Project Depth 48 ft (14.6 m) MLW

Tidal Range 7.5 ft (2.3 m)
Channel Width 500 ft (152.4 m)

GEORGIA PORTS AUTHORITY:  Challenging Times: Positioned for Future Success



Savannah Harbor 
Expansion Project Scope
Savannah Harbor 
Expansion Project Scope

Reconnaissance Study 
completed in 1996
Reconnaissance Study 
completed in 1996

Congressional Authorization in 
1999
Congressional Authorization in 
1999

$36 million in state and federal 
funds spent to date on project 
study phase

$36 million in state and federal 
funds spent to date on project 
study phase

Required approvals from: 
Secretary of Commerce,
Secretary of Army,
Secretary of Interior,
EPA Administrator
GA and SC Resource 

Agencies

Required approvals from: 
Secretary of Commerce,
Secretary of Army,
Secretary of Interior,
EPA Administrator
GA and SC Resource 

Agencies

GEORGIA PORTS AUTHORITY:  Challenging Times: Positioned for Future Success



Panama Canal Expansion Project 
New Locks Dimensions
Panama Canal Expansion Project 
New Locks Dimensions

Draft
12.04 m (39.5’)

Draft
15.2 m (50’)

Actual Locks
Vessel Max: 4,800 TEUs

New Locks
Vessel Max : 12,600 TEUs

32.3m (106’)

33.5m (110’)

49m (160’)12.8m (42’)

294.1m (965’)

304.8m (1000’)

366m (1200’)

427m (1400’)55m (180’)

18.3m (60’)
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*Courtesy of Panama Canal Authority



Larger Vessels

More Service Opportunities

More business for Georgia

More Jobs

More Tax Revenue

More Cargo

Economies of Scale

Increase in transportation
efficiencies

Less cost to move cargo

Less cost to the consumer

Larger Vessels

More Service Opportunities

More business for Georgia

More Jobs

More Tax Revenue

More Cargo

Economies of Scale

Increase in transportation
efficiencies

Less cost to move cargo

Less cost to the consumer
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Savannah Harbor Expansion Project Savannah Harbor Expansion Project 
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